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May 2026 CAC MOAA Dinner Meeting ($32)
When: Thursday, 14 May 2026

Our dinner meeting will take place at Coral Gables, located at 2838 East Grand River Avenue, East 
Lansing MI, Thursday, 14 May. Social hour begins at 5:00 and dinner begins at 6:00.  The meal is buffet 

style which includes:  Chicken Orange Honey Glaze, Beef Sirloin Tips in Mushroom Gravy, Whipped 
Potatoes, Broccoli, Caesar Salad, and Apple Crisp. Cost is $32.  Please RSVP by Monday, 11 May to 

www.cacmoaa.com or contact Jim Sigmon at (517) 582-0962, or email at FASigjrs@aol.com

(left)Chapter President Bruce Bahr presents the CAC MOAA Certificate of 
Appreciation and chapter coin to guest speaker Ryan Bearss, a Doctoral 
student in Michigan State University’s international program for development 
of natural grass playing surfaces for the FIFA world cup 2026, as well as for 
other national and international  grass surface sports programs.  Ryan’s 
presentation was extremely enlightening into the challenges and successes 
of his work.  Thank you Ryan for your time and participation in our event. 

Our guest speaker for the May dinner meeting is our own chapter Surviving 
Spouse Liaison, Christina Bahr. Christina brings 32 years of military service in 
human resources and administration, where she supported personnel 
readiness at multiple levels.  She continues her service as a real estate agent, 
guiding clients through important life transitions with the same integrity and 
care.  Please join Christina as she shares a practical and compassionate 
overview of surviving spouse planning, including what to expect, who to 
contact, and how to prepare in advance.

(right) Chapter President Bruce Bahr and 
1st Vice President Wes Reedy welcome 
our CAC MOAA Chapter’s newest 
member, Michigan State ROTC Cadet 
Nathan Lion.  Nathan attended our April 
meeting and became a member of our 
chapter that evening.  He is majoring in 
human biology and hopes to gain an 
acceptance to medical school.  Thank 
you for your membership, and we wish 
you well in all of your future endeavors!!

http://www.cacmoaa.com


Advocacy in Action 2026: MOAA Members Take the Hill
MOAA members brought the organization’s top priorities to Capitol Hill on April 15, visiting about 300 
congressional offices; interacting with lawmakers and staff members around conference tables, in hallways, 
and over coffee; and carrying forward the mission of preserving service-earned benefits for all who serve 
and have served, their families, and their survivors.  And … remembering to hydrate.  
“We beat the heat,” said Lt. Gen. Brian T. Kelly, USAF (Ret), MOAA’s president and CEO, referring to 
record-setting D.C. temperatures. “This is an energy-adding event: You’re out in the heat, it's a long day, 
but you end the day with more energy than you came in with. Advocacy in Action demonstrates the power 
of our grassroots advocacy, the power of our members and our mission, and the power of our democracy. 
We’ve made great strides on these issues by connecting our members with their lawmakers on the Hill, but 
our work is far from over.”
Answering the Call:  
MOAA members from across the nation visited offices in support of four pieces of bipartisan legislation:

• The Major Richard Star Act, which would end an unfair pay offset faced by tens of thousands of 
combat-injured veterans.

• The Shutdown Fairness Act, which would ensure continued, timely pay for the armed services during 
federal funding lapses.

• The GUARD VA Benefits Act, which would allow veterans to keep the benefits they’ve earned by 
protecting them from unaccredited for-profit “claim sharks.”

• The Military CARE Act, which would create a system to provide military treatment facility patients 
with the tools they need to combat access-to-care issues, and gather data on those issues to 
improve accountability and oversight.

“I know I can’t make a decision without having the information to do it – data is the key to strong public 
policy and programs,” said Marcel Minutolo, a former Army captain and member of MOAA’s Pittsburgh 
Chapter who made his first Advocacy in Action trip. The CARE Act resonated with him not only as a former 
officer, but as a data analyst.
MOAA’s priorities cover a range of programs and people – a big reason why Cmdr. Kevin Doremus, NOAA, 
joined the organization and became a member of the Currently Serving Advisory Council. Stationed in the 
National Capital Region, Doremus joined MOAA members with ties to Texas to visit their representatives on 
the Hill.
“It was a great way to get a broader understanding of how business gets done,” said Doremus, who 
explained his connection with multiple issues: Serving while uncertain of future paychecks during a 
shutdown, accessing medical care at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, and preparing for his 
time after service, which would include understanding VA processes and programs. “I keep hearing about 
this complicated VA system that you need to navigate, but I wasn’t aware of some of the bad actors that 
could make that system even more complicated,” he added. “I’m glad I know about that and can look for the 
signs.”
Not all advocates were rookies: Col. Don “DK” Berry, USAF (Ret), of MOAA’s Arkansas Council of Chapters 
was making his fourth visit to the Hill with MOAA. He also participated in MOAA virtual-advocacy events 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. “This is about creating relationships,” Berry said, adding that advocates 
were “getting to recognize the role that the staff plays. The time you take with the staff is worthwhile, not just 
on today’s issues, but building relationships for the future.”
The night before the lawmaker visits, MOAA members and staff hosted an event recognizing the 
contributions of some of those lawmakers and staff throughout the year. The day on the Hill ended with a 
dinner featuring guest speaker Rep. Jen Kiggans (R-Va.), an original cosponsor of the Military CARE Act 
and a veteran Navy helicopter pilot who praised MOAA members for “doing the hard work, running from 
office to office.
                              [MORE ABOUT THE ISSUES: MOAA’s 2026 Advocacy Playbook]

https://www.moaa.org/takeaction
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/currently-serving-advisory-council-members/cmdr.-kevin-doremus-noaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2026-news-articles/reads/meet-moaas-2026-award-recipients/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2026-news-articles/reads/meet-moaas-2026-award-recipients/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2026-news-articles/advocacy/moaas-2026-advocacy-playbook/


 

Support our Sponsors

The individuals and companies below provide support 
for our Capitol Area Chapter. We encourage you to 
support them through your patronage.  When doing so, 
please mention that you saw their advertisement in our 
monthly newsletter!! 



Veterans Crisis Line
The Veterans Crisis Line connects veterans in crisis and their families and friends with qualified, caring Department of 

Veterans Affairs responders through a confidential toll-free hotline, online chat, or text.  Veterans and their loved ones can dial 
988 then press 1, send a text message to 838255, or chat online at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat to receive confidential 

support 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.  Support for deaf and hard of hearing individuals is available.

Your local Capitol Area Chapter and National MOAA are nonpartisan groups representing all members regarding 
legislative issues and current events affecting you and your community!  For more information regarding issues 
that affect you and your family members please use this link:  http://takeaction.moaa.org or call (800) 234-6622/

(703) 549-2311
**REMINDER**

Bring your cleaned and bagged bottles and cans to our next meeting to support chapter initiatives!

Membership
For membership inquiries please use this link:  www.cacmoaa.com  For 

eligibility or other questions regarding membership please contact 
Bruce Bahr at (517) 526-2406. Why join?  https://youtu.be/

42YD9d8WI5Q

CAC Mission Statement
Our mission is to support legislative and charitable initiatives at the local, state, 

and national levels to enhance our families, communities and country.

Support our Scholarship Program with a Kroger Card!!
We continue to increase our enrollment in the Kroger Community Rewards Program!  Thank you for all of your support in 
signing up and shopping with Kroger.  For those interested in beginning the program, our chapter non-profit organization 
number is: JR311, use this number when contacting Kroger for admission to the program and Kroger will donate a portion of 
your purchase to the CAC MOAA chapter scholarship fund.          

Executive Board Meeting
Thursday, 7 May 2026 @ 11:30 am @ Piazzano’s, 1825 N Grand 

River Ave, Lansing MI 48906
2026-2028
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COL Bruce Bahr

Website Administrator 
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 Surviving Spouse Program
Christina Bahr

State of Michigan Commanders Group

The Michigan Commanders Group is the coalition of Michigan’s congressionally chartered Veterans 
Service Organizations.  Collectively, these organizations represent Michigan’s 550,000+ veterans and 
their families, and have been the state’s leaders in successfully advocating for this population for nearly 
100 years.  The following link takes you to state and federal legislative priorities as well as the ability for 
you to contact your State and Federal legislatures: https://michigancommandersgroup.org/Contact.php

http://VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat
http://takeaction.moaa.org
http://www.cacmoaa.com
https://youtu.be/42YD9d8WI5Q
https://youtu.be/42YD9d8WI5Q
https://michigancommandersgroup.org/Contact.php


Dear MI MOAA Members,

The Michigan Council of Chapters of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is pleased to 
announce its first annual statewide convention, to be held on Friday, August 14, 2026, at the Doherty Hotel, 
604 N. McEwan Street, Clare, Michigan.

This inaugural event will bring together MOAA members and chapter leaders from across the state for a day 
of collaboration focused on three key themes: Membership, Advocacy, and Community.

This is a no-obligation RSVP event, designed to encourage broad participation and engagement.

An introduction is posted on the Council website with a link to additional information and a no-obligation 
RSVP page so members can indicate their interest while we finalize program details.

You can view the page here:
https://www.moaamcoc.com/meetings--events.html

The convention will provide valuable opportunities to exchange ideas, share best practices, and strengthen 
our collective effectiveness in support of MOAA’s mission and the uniformed services community we serve.

Program Time: Approximately 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM

Program Highlights Include:

·       Presentations and discussions on membership growth, advocacy, and community engagement

·       Sharing of chapter best practices

·       Networking with MOAA members and leaders from across Michigan

·       Continental breakfast and lunch provided during the program

An optional Friday evening dinner is also being planned for those who wish to stay and continue the 
conversation.

We hope you will join us for this important and engaging event. Please let us know if you plan to attend.

Respectfully,

Rich

LCDR Richard L. Higgins, Jr., USN (Ret.)
President
Michigan Council of Chapters
(509) 539-4094

Michigan Council of Chapters announces first annual statewide convention

https://www.moaamcoc.com/meetings--events.html
https://www.moaamcoc.com/

