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" VA: NEW RULES ON BENEFITS March Program

- SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE .~ : , -
- MOAA VACATIONS Please join us for our March dinner meeting as we welcome Brigadier

- MOAA INSURANCE General Daniel J. Kramer, the Assistant Adjutant General-Air for the Michigan

National Guard. As the senior leader for the Michigan Air National Guard,
Brig. Gen. Kramer commands a force of 2,500 dedicated Airmen supporting
global operations, safeguarding the homeland, and serving communities
across Michigan. Brig. Gen. Kramer will share insights on the current state
and future direction of the Michigan Air National Guard, as well as the key
challenges and opportunities ahead.

March 2026 CAC MOAA Dinner Meeting ($32)

When: Thursday, 12 March 2026
Our dinner meeting will take place at Coral Gables, located at 2838 East Grand River Avenue, East
Lansing MI, Thursday, 12 March. Social hour begins at 5:00 and dinner begins at 6:00. The meal is buffet
style which includes: Grilled Chicken, Meatballs, Penne Pasta with Tomato Sauce, Tossed Salad, and Ice
Cream with Chocolate Sauce. Cost is $32 dollars. Please RSVP by Monday, 9 March to
www.cacmoaa.com or contact Jim Sigmon at (517) 582-0962, or email at FASigjrs@aol.com
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Chapter President Bruce Bahr presents the CAC MOAA
Certificate of Appreciation and chapter coin to guest
speaker SFC Andrew Jay. SFC Jay recently concluded
his tour of duty as the 41st Sergeant of the Guard at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington Cemetery.
His presentation outlined the history, significance, and
challenges facing the soldiers who take on the
responsibility of a guard. A video of his last walk in June
is available on-line on youtube. | encourage all CAC
MOAA members to watch this most powerful event.
Thank you again Andrew, we wish you well in your
future endeavors!



http://www.cacmoaa.com

VA Releases, Then Reverses, New Rule on Veterans’ Disability Benefits

A new VA rule designed to “clarify existing policy” regarding veteran disability ratings met sharp criticism
from veterans and advocates in the hours after its release, leading VA Secretary Doug Collins to announce
the department will be “halting enforcement” of the rule immediately.

“MOAA joins others in thanking and applauding Secretary Collins’ decision to halt the implementation of
the interim final rule,” MOAA President and CEO Lt. Gen. Brian T. Kelly, USAF (Ret), said after the VA
announcement. “We appreciate the secretary’s continued focus on veterans’ concerns and on ensuring
veterans receive all benefits they have earned as quickly and conveniently as possible. Veterans should
never have to consider whether seeking treatment or taking medications could lead to a reduction in their
benefits.”

Veterans’ advocates stated the rule could allow the VA to lower disability ratings (and compensation) for
veterans whose conditions are controlled or improved by medication. Such a rule could lead to unintended
consequences and may not account for a medication’s side effects or other ways a veteran’s daily life may
be impeded by their ailments.

Many also took issue with the VA’s rulemaking process, which did not include the customary notice-and-
comment process or meaningful engagement with veterans service organizations and other stakeholders.
Although comments were not solicited before the rule was considered final, there reportedly were nearly
9,000 comments on the Federal Register website within 48 hours of the rule’s posting.

“Transparency, clarity, and trust are bedrocks for veterans and are non-negotiable elements in supporting
the continuance of the all-volunteer force,” Kelly said.

In a social media post announcing the reversal, Collins said the intent of the rule was “to clarify existing
policy and protect Veterans’ benefits in the wake of an ongoing court action. But many interpreted the rule
as something that could result in adverse consequences.”

The VA “does not agree with the way this rule has been characterized,” Collins continued, but noted that
“the department always takes Veterans’ concerns seriously.

MOAA looks forward to continuing work alongside the VA to ensure the delivery and maintenance of
service-earned benefits, Kelly said.

*reex Chapter Scholarships *****
Scholarship Applications are due 15 March. The size of our Scholarship fund will determine how many
scholarships we can grant. We had over $11,100 available to award in each of the last two years thanks
to your generosity.

Now is the time to make a donation and help us reach a goal of providing a scholarship or book award to
all eligible applicants. Make checks payable to Capitol Area Chapter MOAA and bring to the next
Chapter Meeting or mail to: Maj DeLee Dankenbring, 4775 Village Dr Apt 133, Grand Ledge, MI 48837



https://x.com/SecVetAffairs/status/2024555974862786684
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/02/17/2026-03068/evaluative-rating-impact-of-medication
https://www.armytimes.com/veterans/2026/02/19/vietnam-vet-law-firms-file-suit-over-new-va-ruling-on-disability-rating-exams
https://www.armytimes.com/veterans/2026/02/19/vietnam-vet-law-firms-file-suit-over-new-va-ruling-on-disability-rating-exams

Regent All-Inclusive Luxury Cruises
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The World’s Most Luxurious Fleet™ offers the most Included on your

Regent cruise
inclusive luxury travel experience at an extraordinary value. e Exquisite dinning including all specialty restaurants
If you compare Regent’s all-inclusive voyages to the e Dynamic entertainment and enrichment experiences
competition in Alaska, Asia, the Tropics, the Mediterranean e Unlimited Beverages including Fine Wines & Premium Spirits
and Northern Europe the research shows Regent Seven ° SUTFOT'Z:::! 'n'zu'te "_"n' bar : lel?rtniLtaeL;nSv%i
L]
Seas Cruises® offers the best value in each of these regions. n |m|.e or.e. xeursions
e Pre-Paid Gratuities e Transfers
PLEASE JOIN US for an online C‘,’)?(y 29744 MOAA Exclusive Amenity
webinar — use the QR code or call for the 5 $250 per suite Shipboard Credit
date & time for the next presentation. SEVEN SEAS CRUISES on ANY Regent cruise departing 2024-2027

Visit www.MOAAvacations.com or scan the QR code for more information on this month’s specials
THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST FOR YOUR NEXT VACATION

[" MOAA Toll-Free: 1-800-211-5107

VACATIONS Email: mail@moaavac.com Vour cell phone.

Christina Bahr

REALTOR®*

Q@ 517.294.4203

e christina.bahr@cbpmichigan.com

447 N Canal Rd,
Lansing M| 48917
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Quality Automotive Repairs

e Jose Alvarado
Owner

2939 Jolly Rd
Okemos Ml 4§§6d o

i Docs Automotive Inc

517-324-5487 phone
517-324-5425 (fax)
docsauto.okemos@gmail.com

Lake Lansing Road Gooale
v MiShl Sordos. Tnes g Support our Sponsors
) twitter)
=] $om;>l:ie Agto 3vervur::e rodison The individuals and companies below provide support
el ks o Facebook | for our Capitol Area Chapter. We encourage you to
support them through your patronage. When doing so,
2704 Lake Lansing Road please mention that you saw their advertisement in our
Lansing, Michigan 48912 I
(517) 484-2300 ext 18 RICH BRATSCHI monthly newsletter!!
Fax (517) 484-1462 Owner
www.lakelansingrdmobil.com rich@lakelansingrdmobil.com




Executive Board Meeting
Thursday, 5 March 2026 @ 11:30 am @ Piazzano’s, 1825 N Grand
River Ave, Lansing M| 48906

2026-2028
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COL Bruce Bahr Maj DelLee Dankenbring Newsletter Editor
15! Vice President Director-at-Large COL Bruce Bahr
Col Lawrence Reedy Mg:fgissf;%crﬁik Website I;\dm?nistrator
nd,,. . LTC Jim Sigmon
2" Vice President CW4 Anthony Kruckeberg Surviving Spouse Program
COL Joe Mika LTC Jim Sigmon Christina Bahr
3" vice President LTC Joe O’Connor
CDR Jason Wilkinson
Secretary
Liz Sigmon

State of Michigan Commanders Group

The Michigan Commanders Group is the coalition of Michigan’s congressionally chartered Veterans
Service Organizations. Collectively, these organizations represent Michigan’s 550,000+veterans and
their families, and have been the state’s leaders in successfully advocation for this population for nearly
100 years. The following link takes you to state and federal legislative priorities as well as the ability for
you to contact your State and Federal legislatures: https://michigancommandersgroup.org/Contact.php

""MOAA Membership

For membership inquiries please use this link: www.cacmoaa.com For
eligibility or other questions regarding membership please contact Bruce Bahr

INSURANCE

Stand|ng with you at (517) 526-2406. Why join? https://youtu.be/42YD9d8WI5Q
at every Stage. CAC Mission Statement
1-800-247-2192 e | Ourmission is to support legislative and charitable initiatives at the local, state,
www.moa-ains-urar;ce.com/plans and national levels to enhance our families, communities and country.

Support our Scholarship Program with a Kroger Card!!
We continue to increase our enroliment in the Kroger Community Rewards Program! Thank you for all of your support in
signing up and shopping with Kroger. For those interested in beginning the program, our chapter non-profit organization

number is: JR311, use this number when contacting Kroger for admission to the program and Kroger will donate a portion of
your purchase to the CAC MOAA chapter scholarship fund.

Veterans Crisis Line
The Veterans Crisis Line connects veterans in crisis and their families and friends with qualified, caring Department of
Veterans Affairs responders through a confidential toll-free hotline, online chat, or text. Veterans and their loved ones can call
(800) 273-8255 and press 1, chat online, or send a text message to 838255 to receive confidential support 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, 365 days a year. Support for deaf and hard of hearing individuals is available.

Your local Capitol Area Chapter and National MOAA are nonpartisan groups representing all members regarding legislative
issues and current events affecting you and your community! For more information regarding issues that affect you and your
family members please use this link: http:/takeaction.moaa.org or call (800) 234-6622/(703) 549-2311

**REMINDER**
Bring your cleaned and bagged bottles and cans to our next meeting to support chapter initiatives!



http://takeaction.moaa.org
http://www.cacmoaa.com
https://youtu.be/42YD9d8WI5Q
https://michigancommandersgroup.org/Contact.php

