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June 2026 CAC MOAA Picnic
When: Thursday, 14 June 2026

Where: Meridian Central Park Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Rd, Okemos (Just north of the Meridian Mall)

                                 SOCIAL MIXER (beverages and snacks provided): 5:00 p.m.

    BUFFET: 6:00 p.m. Hamburgers, Hot dogs, with chips, beans, macaroni salad, pasta salad, and drinks. 
Cost is $25

  Please RSVP by Monday, 8 May to www.cacmoaa.com or contact Jim Sigmon at (517) 582-0962, or 
email at FASigjrs@aol.com

Please join us for the June picnic as we celebrate the official return of 
summer in Michigan! As is our tradition, we are honoring our scholarship 
winners and their families. Always remember our organization not only 
supports charities and other causes, it supports you, our local membership, 
with quality programs. Please confirm your reservations as soon as possible 
so we can get an accurate count for ordering our dinner meal.

(left) CAC MOAA Surviving Spouse 
Liaison Christina Bahr accepts the CAC 
MOAA Certificate of Appreciation from 
chapter President Bruce Bahr for her 
May presentation detailing the 
Surviving Spouse program both in 
Michigan and national MOAA.  Thank 
you Christina for all that you do for us!!

(right) Chapter President Bruce Bahr 
presents the MOAA coin to chapter 
member Carl Howard for his May 
presentation about the Donor Outreach 
For Veterans (DOVE) Corps. Carl gave 
his account of his personal battle with 
kidney disease and the efforts of the 
DOVE program to help veterans in 
need.  Thank you Carl!!

http://www.cacmoaa.com


2026 CAC MOAA Scholarship Awards
            

The awarding of Scholarships and Book Awards is one of the most important activities of our MOAA Chapter 
and perhaps the most impactful. Through your generosity, we will award $8,500 and awards will be made at 
our June picnic. This is a wonderful event to observe because these young people and their families are very 
appreciative and proud to receive the awards. Many thanks to the Scholarship Committee for the hours put 
into reviewing applications and recommending awards.

The recipients and sponsors of the 2026 Capitol Area Chapter, MOAA Scholarship are as follows (Chapter 
member’s names are in parenthesis):

      
Jesse Spackman (COL and Mrs. James Spackman)

       Josie Langcore (In Memory of LtCol Terry Dankenbring)

       Annemarie Moore (COL and Mrs. Howard Becker)

       Lydia Wilkinson (COL and Mrs. Roger Burrows)

      2026 CAC MOAA Book Award 

                                                                            Talia Reedy

                                 Each Scholarship award is for $2000.00, and the book award is for $500.00

Are you and your family familiar with your military burial benefits? Thinking about end-of-life decisions can 
be difficult, but MOAA strongly encourages our members and veterans to address your wishes with your 
loved ones. 
Join MOAA’s financial and benefits professional – Capt. Paul Frost, USN (Ret), AFC® – for a 
comprehensive review of this important subject, including details and updates on:

• VA’s National Cemetery Administration (NCA)
• How to find a national cemetery
• Eligibility requirements
• Burial service coverages
• The Veterans Legacy Memorial and Veterans Legacy Program
• Arlington National Cemetery eligibility
• And more!

MOAA Premium and Life members have access to all recorded MOAA webinars at any time via MOAA's 
webinar archive. Want to join MOAA? See MOAA.org/join for details.

Link is provided here for registration:
https://www.moaa.org/burialbenefits?utm_campaign=12196702-TMN%20-
%20Weekly&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=419839729&utm_content=419839729&utm_source=hs_email

Can’t make the webinar? No problem. Register now and we’ll send you a link to the recording. Registered 
and didn't receive a confirmation email? Check your spam folder.Registered and didn't receive a 
confirmation email? Check your spam folder.

Understanding Your Military and Veteran Burial Benefits Webinar Being Held on             
May 28th 2026 from 2:00 - 3:00 pm

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cem.va.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckevinl%40moaa.org%7Caf64a8611e7a498d00c908de97104158%7C8190aedde6484bc2bfebd25a944d2b64%7C0%7C0%7C639114293240711707%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oZg9qBvN4%2BfVqvc9SXYhUGtNOOhlpZSbyAO0gh7mX0M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vlm.cem.va.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckevinl%40moaa.org%7Caf64a8611e7a498d00c908de97104158%7C8190aedde6484bc2bfebd25a944d2b64%7C0%7C0%7C639114293240772776%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hc81GL%2Bwua2l3ByxBJT65EeoOn8YuDCsNig34dardpM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cem.va.gov%2Flegacy%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckevinl%40moaa.org%7Caf64a8611e7a498d00c908de97104158%7C8190aedde6484bc2bfebd25a944d2b64%7C0%7C0%7C639114293240829778%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1QUuoAirmWaNjR4E%2BI1NZc3aZIh59szJu1XuvfSpad0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moaa.org%2Fcontent%2Fbenefits-and-discounts%2Ftransition-and-careers%2Fwebinar-archive%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckevinl%40moaa.org%7Caf64a8611e7a498d00c908de97104158%7C8190aedde6484bc2bfebd25a944d2b64%7C0%7C0%7C639114293240886953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sI1SbZE3ovEoaHdPLYwnzBR7EXzDJXpaX9AQ21GkMwA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moaa.org%2Fcontent%2Fbenefits-and-discounts%2Ftransition-and-careers%2Fwebinar-archive%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckevinl%40moaa.org%7Caf64a8611e7a498d00c908de97104158%7C8190aedde6484bc2bfebd25a944d2b64%7C0%7C0%7C639114293240886953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sI1SbZE3ovEoaHdPLYwnzBR7EXzDJXpaX9AQ21GkMwA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moaa.org%2Fcontent%2Fjoin-moaa%2Fwhy-join-moaa%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckevinl%40moaa.org%7Caf64a8611e7a498d00c908de97104158%7C8190aedde6484bc2bfebd25a944d2b64%7C0%7C0%7C639114293240956616%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5b62a74jmtc%2BXEhgitIGIHtTdL74BwZVV2mTnc00VME%3D&reserved=0
https://www.moaa.org/burialbenefits?utm_campaign=12196702-TMN%20-%20Weekly&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=419839729&utm_content=419839729&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.moaa.org/burialbenefits?utm_campaign=12196702-TMN%20-%20Weekly&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=419839729&utm_content=419839729&utm_source=hs_email


 

Support our Sponsors

The individuals and companies below provide support 
for our Capitol Area Chapter. We encourage you to 
support them through your patronage.  When doing so, 
please mention that you saw their advertisement in our 
monthly newsletter!! 



Veterans Crisis Line
The Veterans Crisis Line connects veterans in crisis and their families and friends with qualified, caring Department of 

Veterans Affairs responders through a confidential toll-free hotline, online chat, or text.  Veterans and their loved ones can dial 
988 then press 1, send a text message to 838255, or chat online at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat to receive confidential 

support 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.  Support for deaf and hard of hearing individuals is available.

Your local Capitol Area Chapter and National MOAA are nonpartisan groups representing all members regarding 
legislative issues and current events affecting you and your community!  For more information regarding issues 
that affect you and your family members please use this link:  http://takeaction.moaa.org or call (800) 234-6622/

(703) 549-2311
**REMINDER**

Bring your cleaned and bagged bottles and cans to our next meeting to support chapter initiatives!

Membership
For membership inquiries please use this link:  www.cacmoaa.com  For 

eligibility or other questions regarding membership please contact 
Bruce Bahr at (517) 526-2406. Why join?  https://youtu.be/

42YD9d8WI5Q

CAC Mission Statement
Our mission is to support legislative and charitable initiatives at the local, state, 

and national levels to enhance our families, communities and country.

Support our Scholarship Program with a Kroger Card!!
We continue to increase our enrollment in the Kroger Community Rewards Program!  Thank you for all of your support in 
signing up and shopping with Kroger.  For those interested in beginning the program, our chapter non-profit organization 
number is: JR311, use this number when contacting Kroger for admission to the program and Kroger will donate a portion of 
your purchase to the CAC MOAA chapter scholarship fund.          

Executive Board Meeting
Thursday, 4 June 2026 @ 11:30 am @ Piazzano’s, 1825 N Grand 

River Ave, Lansing MI 48906
2026-2028

EXECUTIVE BOARD of DIRECTORS

President 
COL Bruce Bahr

1st Vice President
Col Lawrence Reedy
 2nd Vice President 

COL Joe Mika
3rd Vice President

CDR Jason Wilkinson
Secretary
Liz Sigmon

Treasurer
Maj DeLee Dankenbring

Director-at-Large
MG James Pocock
 Past Presidents

CW4 Anthony Kruckeberg
LTC Jim Sigmon

LTC Joe O’Connor

Newsletter Editor
COL Bruce Bahr

Website Administrator 
LTC Jim Sigmon

 Surviving Spouse Program
Christina Bahr

State of Michigan Commanders Group

The Michigan Commanders Group is the coalition of Michigan’s congressionally chartered Veterans 
Service Organizations.  Collectively, these organizations represent Michigan’s 550,000+ veterans and 
their families, and have been the state’s leaders in successfully advocating for this population for nearly 
100 years.  The following link takes you to state and federal legislative priorities as well as the ability for 
you to contact your State and Federal legislatures: https://michigancommandersgroup.org/Contact.php

http://VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat
http://takeaction.moaa.org
http://www.cacmoaa.com
https://youtu.be/42YD9d8WI5Q
https://youtu.be/42YD9d8WI5Q
https://michigancommandersgroup.org/Contact.php


Dear MI MOAA Members,

The Michigan Council of Chapters of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is pleased to 
announce its first annual statewide convention, to be held on Friday, August 14, 2026, at the Doherty Hotel, 
604 N. McEwan Street, Clare, Michigan.

This is a no-obligation RSVP event, designed to encourage broad participation and engagement.

An introduction is posted on the Council website with a link to additional information and a no-obligation 
RSVP page so members can indicate their interest while we finalize program details.

You can view the page here:
https://www.moaamcoc.com/meetings--events.html

The convention will provide valuable opportunities to exchange ideas, share best practices, and strengthen 
our collective effectiveness in support of MOAA’s mission and the uniformed services community we serve.

Program Time: Approximately 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM

Program Highlights Include these speakers:

CAPT Jim Carman, USN (Ret.), CAE

MOAA Vice President, Council/Chapter and Member Support

• Congressman Tom Barrett (MI-7)

• Terry J. Sabo, Director, Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency

• Virginia “Gail” Joyce, MOAA Board Member & Surviving Spouse Advisory Council·       

An optional Friday evening dinner is also being planned for those who wish to stay and continue the 
conversation.

We hope you will join us for this important and engaging event. Please let us know if you plan to attend. 

Registration fee: $30.00, Hotel fee: Thursday August 13th - $112, Friday August 14th - $156.

Respectfully,

Rich

LCDR Richard L. Higgins, Jr., USN (Ret.)
President
Michigan Council of Chapters
(509) 539-4094

Michigan Council of Chapters announces first annual statewide convention

https://www.moaamcoc.com/meetings--events.html
https://www.moaamcoc.com/


In mid-April, representatives from the Michigan Council of Chapters joined MOAA leaders from across the 
country in Washington, D.C., for the annual Advocacy in Action (AiA) event—an intensive, high-impact 
opportunity to bring the voice of the uniformed services community directly to Congress.

This year, we were proud to represent Michigan alongside MOAA national staff, including CAPT Paul Frost, 
USN (Ret.), MOAA’s Program Director for Financial Education and Veteran Services, and Karen Ruedisueli, 
MOAA’s Director of Government Relations for Health Affairs. Together, we engaged Michigan’s 
congressional delegation on issues that matter most to currently serving, retired, and veteran service 
members and their families.

Preparation and Purpose

The AiA program began with a full day of briefings, training, and coordination designed to ensure a unified, 
informed message across all participating states. Sessions included partner presentations, legislative 
updates, and targeted advocacy training to prepare participants for meetings on Capitol Hill .

Armed with current data, talking points, and a clear strategy, Michigan’s team was ready to effectively 
communicate MOAA’s 2026 legislative priorities.

Dividing to Multiply Our Impact

To maximize coverage of Michigan’s delegation, our team split into two groups for Capitol Hill meetings:

• Team 1 (Higgins & Frost):
Met with legislative aides representing Representatives Tom Barrett (MI-07), Debbie Dingell (MI-06), 
Shri Thanedar (MI-13), and Hillary Scholten (MI-03)

• Team 2 (Bahr & Ruedisueli): Met with Representative John Moolenaar (MI-02).  He and his staff were 
very receptive to the MOAA agenda. Also met with legislative aides representing Representatives 
Jack Bergman (MI-01) and Lisa McClain (MI-09)

In addition, we collectively engaged with staff from the offices of Senators Gary Peters and Elissa Slotkin, 
ensuring Michigan’s Senate delegation also heard directly from MOAA.

This coordinated approach allowed us to deliver consistent messaging while tailoring discussions to each 
office’s priorities, committee assignments, and constituent interests.

Key Issues: Clear, Consistent, and Compelling

Across all meetings, we focused on MOAA’s top legislative priorities for 2026:

• The Richard Star Act – Restoring full earned benefits for combat-injured retirees

• The Military CARE Act – Improving access to care through accountability and reporting

• The Shutdown Fairness Act – Ensuring uninterrupted pay for service members during government 
shutdowns

(continued nex page)

Michigan MOAA Leaders Take Advocacy to Capitol Hill

By LCDR Rich Higgins, USN (Ret.) and COL Bruce Bahr, ARNG (Ret.)



• The GUARD VA Benefits Act – Protecting veterans from predatory claims practices

These conversations were substantive and productive. Congressional staff were engaged, asked thoughtful 
questions, and demonstrated a clear interest in understanding both the policy details and the real-world 
impact on Michigan’s military and veteran communities.

Advocacy in Action—Literally

The hallmark of AiA is direct engagement. On April 15, participants conducted a full day of scheduled 
appointments across Capitol Hill, meeting lawmakers and staff in both House and Senate offices .

These face-to-face discussions are where advocacy becomes action—turning policy priorities into meaningful 
dialogue and, ultimately, legislative progress.

Relationships Matter

Beyond policy discussions, AiA reinforces a critical truth: relationships drive results.

One of the most impactful moments of the week was attending MOAA’s awards ceremony at the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, where lawmakers and staff were recognized for their leadership in supporting the 
uniformed services community. Events like this underscore the importance of sustained engagement and 
bipartisan cooperation.

Equally important were the informal interactions—conversations in hallways, shared meals, and even 
navigating Capitol Hill logistics—that help build trust and familiarity with congressional offices.

A Michigan Perspective

From our perspective, Michigan was well represented. By coordinating our efforts and leveraging the 
expertise of MOAA national staff, we ensured that our delegation received a clear, unified message backed 
by both national insight and state-level impact.

We also reinforced that MOAA is not a one-time visitor—but a consistent, credible partner in the legislative 
process.

Looking Ahead

Advocacy doesn’t end when AiA concludes. The real work continues at home—through follow-up 
communications, district office engagement, and grassroots member involvement.

We encourage all members to stay engaged:

• Respond to MOAA Calls to Action

• Participate in chapter and council advocacy efforts

• Build relationships with your elected officials at the local level

Every email, phone call, and meeting reinforces the message we carried to Washington: the voices of the 
uniformed services community matter—and they are being heard.

(continued)


